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WHAT IS 
JUNETEENTH?

Abraham Lincoln signed the Emancipation Proclamation on January 1st, 1863. 
 The final proclamation outlined the conditions under which slaves were to be
freed throughout the confederate states.  However, the proclamation itself was
not self executing and so the actual freeing of slaves was dependent on the
march of the Union Army south and west.  It was not until the Civil War itself
concluded in April of 1865 that the Emancipation Proclamation could fully be
established across the reunified states.  

It was on June 19th, 1865, that news of freedom reached Galveston, Texas and
this is the date on which "Juneteenth" is celebrated. This year will mark the 157th
observation of this day. And because of the work of activists like Opal Lee, it will
be the 2nd year in which it will be observed as a federal holiday.  

Juneteenth is a day to celebrate the freedom gained, to commemorate the
hardships endured by the enslaved, and to highlight the need for greater change
and progress.  
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General Orders, Number 3;

Headquarters District of Texas,
Galveston, June 19, 1865

 

“ T H E  P E O P L E  O F  T E X A S
A R E  I N F O R M E D  T H A T ,  I N

A C C O R D A N C E  W I T H  A
P R O C L A M A T I O N  F R O M

T H E  E X E C U T I V E  O F  T H E
U N I T E D  S T A T E S ,  A L L

S L A V E S  A R E  F R E E . "

The official flag of Juneteenth, Designed by Ben Haith

https://www.archives.gov/exhibits/featured-documents/emancipation-proclamation#:~:text=President%20Abraham%20Lincoln%20issued%20the,and%20henceforward%20shall%20be%20free.%22
https://www.opalswalk2dc.com/
https://www.npr.org/2021/06/17/1007602290/biden-and-harris-will-speak-at-the-bill-signing-making-juneteenth-a-federal-holi
https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2017/06/juneteenth-celebration-police-brutality-justice/530898/
https://juneteenth.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Juneteenth-Fact-Sheet-R44865.pdf
https://www.visitpittsburgh.com/juneteenth-freedom-day/
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/the-history-and-meaning-of-juneteenth/id1200361736?i=1000478602271
https://www.wnycstudios.org/podcasts/takeaway/segments/153-years-juneteenth
https://parade.com/1219444/alliyahlogan/juneteenth-flag-meaning/
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=zH-JPmEE3kaVApbTAClON-PisWBGM_VHlR2hTQMFA-FUNllVOVQzUEpRTEFMOEpYWEVUQzFDTVo4Ni4u

